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Tucson Fire Department
Safety Bulletin

s come to the attention of the National Propane Gas Association that propane cylinders are being used in the
ufacturing of Methamphetamines. This drug is commonly referred to as 'crank'. Manufacturers of this illegal
tance are using propane cylinders for the storage and the use of anhydrous ammonia. These cylinders have
found in many states at cylinder exchange and refilling locations as well as in hotel rooms and mobile
atories, where the manufacturing of this illegal substance takes place.

bserved in the illustrations, a blue-green stain on any brass portion of a service valve is evidence that it may have
in contact with anhydrous ammonia*. The pungent odor of ammonia on or near the cylinder is also an indication.
suspect that a propane cylinder contains or has contained anhydrous ammonia, exercise extreme caution and

ict access to the area.

brass valve in a propane cylinder will be damaged if it comes in contact with anhydrous ammonia. This
rioration will lead to cracking of the valve body or its components and can ultimately result in a violent,
pected expulsion of the valve from the cylinder, causing personal injury or death.

be dangerous to move the cylinder due to the unknown integrity of the cylinder's service valve. If you find a
der in this condition immediately call 911. Do not move the cylinder. If you determine that it must be moved,
in mind that hazards due to valve expulsion can be reduced by pointing the end of the container in which the
is placed away from yourself and others and towards the most safe direction.

Upon finding cylinders in this condition immediately call 911.


